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ADDITIONAL LEARNING NEEDS 

(ALN) POLICY 
 

 
In line with Local Authority (LA) guidance, at Bryncoch Church in Wales Primary 
School we refer to the Additional Learning Needs Code for Wales 2021 as our 
authoritative operational guide to the ALN system including working practices, 
procedures and systems needed to implement the ALN system. 
 
The Local Authority Principles and Expectations documents and decision-making 
principles are also followed. 
 
As a school we have a personalised offer of inclusive and additional learning provision 
(see appendix). 
 
We have a duty to provide appropriate additional learning needs (ALN) provision for 
children and young people in order to meet their needs. It is also our duty to make 
reasonable adjustments for disabled children and young people, to support medical 
conditions and to inform parents and young people if ALN provision is made for them. 
We must ensure that under no circumstance will we directly or indirectly discriminate 
against, harass or victimise disabled children or young people.  
 
We believe that children have additional learning needs if they have a learning 
difficulty, which calls for additional learning provision to be made for them.  
 
Children have a learning difficulty if they:  

• have a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of children of 
the same age: or  

• have a disability which prevents or hinders them from making use of educational 
facilities of a kind generally provided for children of the same age in schools 
within the area of the local education authority  

• are under compulsory school age and fall within the definition at (a) or (b) above 
or would do so if additional educational provision was not made for them  
 

Additional learning provision is 'additional to, or otherwise different from, the 
educational provision made generally for children of their age in schools maintained 
by the local authority, other than special schools, in the area.' (Education Act 1996)  
 
When organising additional support, it is very important that we provide children with 
additional learning needs a broad and balanced curriculum with regular access to all 
subjects and areas of learning. We believe that children with ALN should not be 
routinely segregated from their class teachers and peers but included as much as 
possible within their class.  
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We believe we provide high quality teaching that is differentiated and personalised 
and that meets the needs of children and young people. We have high ambitions, set 
challenging targets, and track the progress of all pupils.  
 
We will ensure that teachers and Learning Support Officers (LSAs) are prepared for 
dealing with the challenges and complex difficulties posed by children with ALN by 
providing structured training on a variety of ALN issues. We believe teachers are 
responsible for children's learning and that LSAs will be used effectively to provide 
the necessary support for children with ALN within the classroom.  
 
 
ALN RESPONSIBILITIES 
 
Headteacher: Mr. Marc Sinnett 
 
Additional Learning Needs Co-ordinator (ALNCo): Mrs. Jo Morgan 
   
Designated Additional Learning Needs Governor: Mrs. Margaret Thomas  
 
 
ARRANGEMENTS FOR CO-ORDINATING ALN PROVISION 
 
All staff share responsibility for identifying and supporting pupils with additional 
learning needs.   
 
The ALNCo is responsible for: 
 

• The day-to-day operation of the school’s ALN policy ensuring that the objectives 
and procedures set out in code are being met. 

• Co-ordinating and monitoring the educational provision for children with additional 
learning needs. 

• Working as part of the leadership team to ensure appropriate distribution of support 
and resources. 

• Maintaining the school’s Additional Learning Needs register. 

• The diagnostic testing of pupils including the delegation of these assessments to 
identified teaching assistants. 

• Liaising with and supporting colleagues. 

• Contributing to the in-service training of staff. 

• Liaising with external agencies including the educational psychology service and 
other support agencies, medical and social services and voluntary bodies. 

• Liaising with the designated Additional Learning Needs Governor and reporting to 
the governing body. 

• Supporting parents of children with Additional Learning Needs.  
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The ALNCo is the bridge between the policy (i.e. in the Act, Code and regulations) 
and the implementation of that policy (i.e. the procedures and systems). 
 
Class teachers and teaching assistants are responsible the delivery of the school’s 
inclusive and additional learning provision and for the identification, monitoring, 
assessment and intervention for pupils presenting with emerging and identified ALN.  
 
IDENTIFICATION, ASSESSMENT AND PROVISION 
 
Allocation of Resources 
 
All classes have necessary materials to support all children within their classes. Within 
the Nursery and Foundation Phase classrooms additional spaces are designated 
‘Sensory Rooms’ / ‘Quiet Room’ with appropriate resources. Within Year 2 - 6 
classrooms there is a ‘Cwtch’ for pupils to be withdrawn for both wellbeing and regulation 
intervention. 
 
IDENTIFICATION AND ASSESSMENT ARRANGEMENTS AND REVIEW 
PROCEDURES 
 
At Bryncoch Church in Wales, we are mindful of a graduated response in supporting 
pupils with emerging needs. Pupils in the early years are given time to develop and 
mature. However, staff will note any concerns they have about a child in order to develop 
a chronology of emerging need. This is discussed with parents and ALNCo. Support can 
be requested from outside agencies during this time. Staff follow the LA decision making 
process and will hold a person-centred review with all stakeholders to determine level of 
need and appropriate support through either inclusive or additional learning provision. 
Where school feel it is not possible to secure and provide the additional learning 
provision, a request to the LA will be made. At all stages, the principles of person-centred 
practises are adhered to. Pupils who have emerging and identified additional learning 
needs have a One Page Profile. 
 
For pupils with emerging needs, termly reviews of their inclusive learning provision are 
held using a four plus one document. 
 
For pupils with identified learning needs and a school individual development plan, a 
termly review with a four plus one document and an annual review will be held. 
 
For pupils with a LA maintained individual development plan, a termly review with a four 
plus one document and an annual review will be held. 
 
Pupils who hold a statement will continue to have annual reviews. 
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Process for action, record keeping and review; 
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CHILDREN LOOKED AFTER  
 
A register of children with social services involvement is kept by the designated 
Safeguarding Officer. A child looked after (CLA) will have a Personal Education Plan 
(PEP) which is put in place as required before a CLA review. CLA pupils identified with 
additional learning needs hold a specific individual development plan. 
 
SAFEGUARDING 
 
All staff follow the Safeguarding Policy. If an adult in school has a concern about a child, 
this concern will be discussed with one of the designated safeguarding officers and 
recorded following school procedures (Yellow, Purple, Blue forms) These pupils are 
monitored by the school safeguarding team. Any additional documentation is kept 
centrally in pupil safeguarding files.  
 
 
ACCESS FOR ALL PUPILS FOR THE CURRICULUM AND WELL BEING 
 
All pupils are entitled to fully access the Curriculum for Wales. Staff are responsible 
for inclusive and additional learning provision and so learning opportunities will be 
differentiated accordingly.  
All children will develop their personal and social skills, an awareness of personal 
wellbeing and an understanding of cultural diversity. Through activities planned to 
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their ability and needs, and with a growth mindset approach, pupils will develop a 
positive self-image, feelings of self-worth and self-esteem. Teachers will plan activities 
that take account of the childrens’ developmental needs and the skills that they need 
to grow to become confident learners. Teachers will be mindful of any barriers that 
the children have to access play, to learning and participation caused by physical, 
sensory, communication or learning difficulties. Our children will develop an 
understanding that others have differing needs and abilities. All children, regardless 
of race, gender, disability or ALN will be supported in becoming confident, competent 
and independent thinkers and learners. 
 
At Bryncoch Church in Wales we have follow the ELSA programme and use this as a 
form of targeted support in relation to pupil social and emotional development. Pupils 
are identified and profiled using ELSA online. The licensed practitioner then draws up 
an action plan which includes targets, strategies and activities that can be delivered 
with individual pupils, small groups or as a class approach. 
  
DISPUTE RESOLUTION 
 
In the first instance, any complaint about the additional provision for a child in the school 
should be made to the class teacher.  Should the matter not be resolved at this stage, 
the ALNCo will deal with the complaint.  Any unsolved complaints will ultimately be 
referred to the Headteacher for consideration, who will then consult with any other 
relevant member of staff and outside agency.  It is the responsibility of the Headteacher 
to inform governors of any such complaint and the parent will then be given a response. 
School will follow the ALN legislative framework, created by the Additional Learning 
Needs and Education Tribunal (Wales) Act 2018. 
 
 
INFORMATION REGARDING SCHOOL STAFFING AND PARTNERSHIP WITH 
BODIES BEYOND THE SCHOOLS 
 
 
USE OF SUPPORT SERVICES 
 
At Bryncoch Church in Wales we work closely with the Additional Learning Needs 
Support Service (ALNSS) and Inclusion Service in order to secure bespoke support and 
advice to meet pupils’ additional learning needs. 
 
PARTNERSHIP WITH PARENTS 
 
In line with the Additional Learning Needs Code for Wales 2021 we value parental 
partnership and engagement. All meetings and reviews are held following a person-
centred approach, using a person-centred toolkit. 
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LINKS WITH OTHER SCHOOLS 
 
At Bryncoch Church in Wales we value collaborative working with our cluster schools. 
Half termly meetings are held with the Dwr Y Felin (DYF) cluster to share good practice. 
There is also regular contact with the ALNCo at DYF and summer term handover 
meetings to exchange information. 
 
Transition work takes place throughout the year for our Years 5 and 6 pupils. 
 
LINKS WITH SERVICES 
 
The ALNCo works closely with other professionals to focus on the identification and 
provision for those pupils who have additional learning needs. All services involved with 
the school are regarded as being part of a working partnership whose aim is to provide 
an integrated, high quality, holistic support which focuses on the needs of the child.  
 
The following services/agencies are available to the school: 
 

• ASD Advisory Team 

• Educational Psychologist 

• Educational Welfare Service 

• Emotional and Behavioural Support 

• ELSA support  

• Health Services 

• Hearing Impairment 

• Pupil parent support 

• ALNSS 

• Social Services 

• Speech and Language Communication 

• Visual Impairment 

• CAMHS 
 
 
QUERIES AND COMPLAINTS  
If you are unhappy with the provision in place to support your child’s ALN, the first step 
is to speak to the class teacher, school ALNCo and/or Head Teacher. If this is not 
possible, or after speaking to them you require further advice and support, then the LA’s 
Pupil Parent Partnership service or SNAP Cymru can be contacted.  
 
They will listen to your concerns and look to assist you in resolving any issues you have. 
Contact details are as follows:  
Pupil Parent Partnership Service -01639 763158 
ALNSS@npt.gov.uk   
SNAP CYMRU– 0808 801 0608 
www.snapcymru.org 

https://www.npt.gov.uk/27540
http://www.snapcymru.org/
http://www.snapcymru.org/
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However, in the event that a resolution cannot be found and you wish to make a formal 
complaint, please see the different procedures below: 
 
Complaint to school: 
Each school has its own complaints policy that you will need to follow. Please see the 
website, or alternatively, a hard copy can be requested directly from the school. 
  
Local Authority: 
Should your complaint relate to a service provided by the Local Authority, the Comments, 
Compliments and Complaint Policy and Procedure can be accessed on the NPT 
website. 
 www.npt.gov.uk/1454  
 
 
 
To be reviewed:   
 
Signed:______________________________  ALNCo  
 
Signed: ______________________________ Headteacher 
 
Date: __________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MASinnett 

JMorgan 

20.03.25 
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